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Watch this space for  
important announcements

Volunteer to help maintain the 
Bull creek District park anD inga’s trail. 

to contact the Bull creek founDation, go to  
WWW.Bullcreek.net.

Join Us!

the inga Vannynatten memorial trail  
& Bull creek District park

T 
his trail is dedicated to Inga VanNynatten (1970-2000), for her vision and persistence 

that brought it to life before breast cancer took her from our midst.  While in graduate 
school at the University of Texas and later with National Park Service, Inga was the spark 
that lured many volunteers to spend thousands of hours shaping this trail for you to enjoy. 

T 
he Bull Creek Canyon and surrounding hills near the headwaters of Bull Creek were granted “free 

gratis” by Stephen F. Austin to one of the early settlers as his headright. Shortly after 1850, 
the Walden family purchased the land and owned it for over 100 years. In the early 
1900’s the Walden’s started charging admission to this popular 
country park and swimming hole. The Moore 
Family with its 9 children owned and operated 
Lakewood Park from 1959-67. The City of 
Austin bought the land for the park from the 
Heater Trust in 1979 and the greenbelt to 
Spicewood Springs Road was acquired by 
the 1990’s.  

A 
t the entrance to 

south trailhead on Lakewood 
Drive at the Park, by the Inga 

Contemplation Bench, you can see 
parallel wagon tracks carved in the limestone 

bed of the creek, evidence that the creek was used 
as the “commerce highway” for wagons 
in the 1800’s. At the midpoint of the 
trail on the west side of 360, just 
above the falls, there was a sawmill & 
gristmill perched on pilings over the 
creek, using water for power.  

T 
he all-volunteer Bull Creek Foundation 

(BCF) emerged in 1994 to rally Bull Creek watershed stakeholders in a common 
cause to nurture the delicate balance between nature, recreation and development. This 

District Park and greenbelt were formally “adopted” after BCF leaders and Austin Parks 
Foundation helped create the city’s Adopt-A-Park Program. The Inga Trail was constructed 

and is maintained by BCF volunteers, as is the District Park on Lakewood Drive.

 T 
he Northern segment of the Edwards Aquifer, as well as the Trinity 

Aquifer, provide a constant flow of water for Bull Creek. The Bull Creek 
watershed is one of Austin’s 66 creek watersheds, and it contributes to our 
drinking water supply, the Colorado River. The creek enters the Colorado, 
which then flows to the Gulf of Mexico.

W 
ater Quality is important – this is our drinking water! Bacteria 

from pet waste can contaminate our water, so train your dog not to 
poop in the creek and “Scoop the Poop” to prevent people and pets 
from getting sick.

1) Read and obey all signs. They 
are posted for your protection and 
enjoyment.

2) Stay on the marked trail: help 
protect the habitat, wildlife, and 
water quality. 

3) Keep dogs off leash only in 
the designated areas of the 
park. 

4) Scoop the Poop! Use 
Mutt Mitts, pick up after 
your dog and any poop 
on the ground. 

5) Pick up trash 
wherever you see it; 
put trash in the bins 
provided. 

Park &  
Trail Rules

you are 
here


