THE IRVING & HAZELINE SMITH
MEMORIAL TRAIL

A Footprin† in the Landscape…
B
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he Irving and Hazeline Smith Memorial Trail, located on a parcel of land known
at the Smith- Stenis Tract, lies within the Bull Creek Watershed in the Hills of
West Austin. In 1999, the land was acquired by the City of Austin, Water Utility
Department to be maintained in its natural state as Water Quality Protection Land.
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1. Blunn
2. Boggy
3. Buttermilk
4. East Bouldin
5. Fort Branch
6. Harper’s Branch
7. Johnson
8. Little Walnut
9. Shoal
10. Tannehill
11. Waller
12. West Bouldin

13. Barton
14. Bull
14A. West Bull
15. Country Club
16. Walnut
17. Williamson

ull Creek flows out
of the Edwards Aquifer as one of
two Austin creeks that, combined
with Barton Creek, provide a source of
drinking water to Austin. It is one of the 47
Austin creeks that flow into the Colorado
River before streaming on out to the Gulf of
Mexico.
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his land was purchased in 1941 by Irving Smith and his
wife Hazeline for family hikes, picnics and swimming. In the 1990s, their
grown children, Llewellyn and Rowena, wished to sell it, but they also
wanted to see the beautiful tract preserved in a natural state. So they waited
for 6 long years while Bull Creek Foundation members lobbied the City of
Austin to purchase the property. Finally, a 1998 bond election was held and
Austin’s citizens agreed that the land should be kept wild. Willingness to see
the process through to the end meant that apartments were not constructed
on the land and it was, instead, left as a permanent legacy to be shared with
everyone who visits.

W

hen urban development within the Bull Creek Watershed called for
construction of 650-unit apartment complex to be built on the Smith-Stenis tract, a
group of people who live and work and recreate in the area took action.
ey formed a coalition of neighborhoods and began lobbying the
Austin City Council to purchase and preserve this lovely setting. e
Bull Creek Foundation was created soon after that and its members
were persistent and instrumental in landing the bond funds to
purchase the land.
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is tract is subject
to an Agreement
between the Bull
Creek Foundation
(BCF) and the City
of Austin Wildlands
Conservation division.
BCF builds and
maintains the trail. is
land is primarily for water
quality, and it is not a
public park. It is subject to
some special rules. e City
can close the trail if any of these
rules are violated:

Join Us!

M

1) ONLY PEOPLE MAY USE THE TRAIL.
No dogs, cats, horses, or other animals are allowed.
(To hike with your dogs, visit the leash-free Bull Creek
District Park on Lakewood Dr.)

2) PLEASE HIKE AND BIKE ON THE TRAIL ONLY
Do not venture off the trail into the woods or meadows because
they are being managed to enhance water quality, reestablish flowers and grasses, and protect endangered species.

3) NO SWIMMING IN THE CREEK.
4) NO FISHING FROM THE CREEK.
We are protecting water quality, the fishes, and plants in the creek and along
the its banks

5) NO CAMPFIRES.
6) IF YOU BRING IT IN, THEN YOU PACK IT OUT.
ere is nobody to clean up after you leave.
Salvia roemeriana,
also known as Cedar
Sage, is a native of
the Edwards Plateau
and the Trans-Pecos
in Mexico. It grows
here in the woodlands
shade in dappled or
part shadow attaining about one foot in
height and blooming
from March to August.
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Take only photographs…
Leave only footprints.
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Top: Llewellyn Smith, Rowena Smith
Stenis, and her husband, Tom Smith, 2004.
Middle Left: Irving and Hazeline Smith at
Bull Creek, 1942. Middle Right: Tom and
Rowena Stenis point out the old family
well, 2003. Bottom Left: Irving Smith, 1985

VOLUNTEER TO WORK ON THE
IRVING & HAZELINE SMITH MEMORIAL TRAIL

embers of the Bull Creek Foundation support the legacy
of a wild natural environment within the 32-square-mile watershed.
eir conservation work includes outdoor trail building, such as the
Smith Memorial Trail at this location, building/maintaining parks
and delivering programs on how to live lightly in the watershed.
Demonstrating environmental responsibility is key in all the Foundation’s activities.
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Visit us online at www.bullcreek.net

